are also determined, firstly, to defend our freedom whatever th
quarter from which it may be threatened and, secondly, to throw a
our weight to help the maintenance of stability in Asia. For, we r<
gard the stability of Asia essential for our own freedom and progrej
and for world peace; and firmly believe that if Asia is allowed t
stagnate and fester, the whole world will be perilously pushed t
the brink of unpredictable upheavals.
Asia is disturbed. Mighty winds are blowing across its expanse
and strong currents of doubt and discontent swell beneath its sur
face. In the midst of these strains and stresses we regard Pakistan*
role to be that of a stabilizing factor in an uneasy part of the world
How can we fulfill this role adequately and efficiently?
Before we answer this question let me remind you of the mis
erable living conditions of millions of people in a continent whid
contains more than half the population of the world and where
young and virile nationalism and the unhappiness and recklessness
born of poverty, are creating moral confusions and unsettling
thoughts. The great fact of Asia is the poverty of its people. The
low standards of living, or rather existence, which obtain there arc
a menace to world peace. They cannot be ignored with impunity and
no one with any political sagacity can view them with equanimity,
The first responsibility for remedying this is obviously that of
the Asiatic democracies themselves; and it is by their initiative and
their efforts in the economic field that they must judge themselves
and the world will judge them. Nowhere in the entire Asiatic
continent are the circumstances for the development of the demo-
cratic idea more favourable than in Pakistan, but we are fully con-
scious of the fact that unless the living conditions of the people are
speedily improved and the benefits of democracy are demonstrated
and made real to the common man and woman in their daily lives,
freedom would have little value for them and instead of growing
to a full, rich and robust life would begin to gasp for breath.
With this end in view, we are organizing all our resources to the
utmost of our capacity and competence. In spite of all our troubles
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